
Buzin Watch 
 

 
I recently re-discovered a 2012 blog by Adrian Keppel in Stamp Magazine (in my humble 
opinion, a much better journal than SG Monthly). It is called, Buzin’s Belgian Birds, and, 
whilst it’s just a small chat-room piece and doesn’t cover much detail, the blog held two 
things that immediately caught my attention.  
 
Firstly, he made it clear that he regarded the Buzin series as, and I quote, “the best ever 
bird definitives.” I could never argue with that, but it’s nice to find it spelt out by someone 
else. Secondly he added, “And I know I am not alone,” going on to highlight the dedicated 
website for these issues. So I think it’s overdue to give them a further plug.   
 

 
 
I don’t think I have mentioned the Crystal website before. For Buzin collectors it’s an 
absolute treasure house of information. My last look gave well over 12,000 international 
visits from 79 different countries and over 115,000 individual page visits. Naturally Belgium 
topped the country listings, but there were over 2,000 visitors from the US and over 200 
from the UK. There are thousands of Buzin collectors world-wide. 
 
As well as Dutch, it also offers English text. The site only appears to give issues up to 2015 
at the moment so I am unaware of its current live status, but it still covers the vast majority 
of Buzins and, as you can see from the large visitor numbers, the site is still used.  
 
As well as English, it gives the bird names in Dutch and French; it provides the issue dates, 
the plate specifications and paper types, information on first day postmarks, appearances 
on covers and printed stationery, vending machines issues and coils, known examples of 
forgery and much more. There are even further useful links. If you are into Buzins, this is 
the website for you. The link address is below:- 
  
http://www.cristal999.com/buzin/ENG/index.html 

I have saved the best bit of news until last. Yes, it’s the Red Crested Pochard again. Thanks 
to the Eagle eyes of Graham Horsman a number were spotted for sale on the Delcampe 
website. I already knew that that was a must-go place for Buzins, but I didn’t think they 
would have the latest issue given the questions over its status. Wrong. I have now bid for 
and acquired not one, not two, but twenty four in three separate blocks. If you manage to 
get hold of any as well, do let me know.  
 

http://www.cristal999.com/buzin/ENG/index.html
https://www.pexels.com/photo/binoculars-blur-close-up-equipment-373335/


 
Block of 4 Red Crested Pochards 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


