
BIRDPEX 9 in Gmunden (Austria) - 26-28 August 2022 
 
Started in New Zealand in 1990, every 4th year in a different country, BIRDPEX is now coming 
to Gmunden in Austria after 32 years. The town of Gmunden is 425 m above sea level on the 
northern shore of the Traunsee. The most conspicuous bird species on the Traunsee and on 
other Salzkammergut lakes is the mute swan, so it was logical that this bird was used as a 
symbol for the BIRDPEX logo. Incidentally, the first settlement of the mute swan in Upper 
Austria is said to have taken place at the Traunsee. As early as 1875, two pairs of swans were 
brought from Laxenburg to Gmunden, which were then kept in a kennel at Villa Tuscany. In 
1880 the animals were released and by 1892 the population had grown to 50 swans. 
 

 
The Austrian Post has also decided to 
issue a stamp with a mute swan (with 
a special cancellation) on the 
occasion of BIRDPEX. The €2.30 is the 
same as for registered mail (but the 
normal letter rate is added to this).  
 

  
Then there are the personalized stamps from the BMSV Gmunden with some typical garden 
birds: bullfinch, blue tit and goldfinch, also here with the associated special cancellation. 
WIPA is also there with photos of 3 woodpecker species: white-backed woodpecker, three-
toed woodpecker and grey-headed woodpecker. 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Three more garden birds 
came from Liechtenstein 
(Liechtensteinische Post 
AG): the wood warbler (so 
far only known from 
postage stamps from 
Belgium and Benin), the 
blackbird and the long-
tailed tit. 
 
But there is more to come, 
because as with BIRDPEX 6 
(2010 in Antwerp) and 
BIRDPEX 8 (2018 in Bad 
Mondorf), Danny De Smedt 

has again written to all postal administrations in the world asking them to issue stamps with 
birds. To date, "only" about half of the more than 10,000 bird species can be seen on postage 
stamps. He sends each postal administration a list of 10 birds that are native to their country 
but have never appeared on postage stamps. Just as there are twitchers among bird watchers 
who travel long distances to see a new species or add it to their "life list", annual list or other 
list, there are stamp twitchers who are always excited to see a new species of bird can be seen 
on a postage stamp. 
 

Hrvatska Pošta from Croatia will 
issue 4 stamps, not only 
goldfinch, kingfisher and eagle 
owl, which have been portrayed 
several times on a stamp, but 
also for the first time on a stamp 
a broad-billed sandpiper, which 
can only be observed 
occasionally as a migrant in 
Central Europe. The German 
magazine “Limicola – Zeitschrift 
für Feldornithologie” even has a 
drawing of the sandpiper in the 
title. A flight picture of the 
individual bird can also be seen 

on each stamp, which was then also used for the special 
cancellation.  
 
 



In a block of Post 
Luxembourg you can even 
observe 8 different birds 
(with photos by local 
nature photographers in 
collaboration with the 
nature conservation 

association 
natur&ëmwelt): northern 
lapwing, common quail, 
European turtle dove, 
western yellow wagtail, 
great gray shrike, grey 
partridge, little owl and 
common swift. As an 
extra, there is a single 
stamp and a special 
cancellation of the 
Eurasian eagle owl. 
 

 And there are more to come - here are some that are already known, but others will follow 
later or will be presented at the BIRDPEX 9 exhibition from 26.-28. August in Gmunden to be 
seen. You can follow them also on https://birdpex.com/blog/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Half of the 26 participating 
exhibits at BIRDPEX 9 are from 
Belgium, also from Australia, 
Austria, Germany, India, the 
Netherlands, Portugal and 
Switzerland - unfortunately no 
exhibits from the UK. 
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